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To Strategy International (S.I) είναι μια διεθνής 
Δεξαμενή Σκέψης. Διεξάγει διεθνή έρευνα σε 
σύγχρονους τομείς που συμβάλλουν στη 
δημιουργία και το σχηματισμό πολιτικών σε 
σχέση με τις παγκόσμιες πολιτικές σχέσεις 
καθώς και για ότι αφορά την Ελλάδα και την 
περιφέρεια της Νοτιοανατολικής Ευρώπης και 
της Νοτιανατολικής Μεσογείου 

Strategy International (S.I.) is an International 

Think Tank. It conducts international research 

on cutting edge sectors that help formulate and 

shape policies from and about world political 

affairs as well as in and about Greece and the 

region of Southeastern Europe and 

Southeastern Mediterranean region. 
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SI in a few words 

Strategy International is a leading Think Tank, with an International oriented perspective, 

located in Thessaloniki, Greece. It represents international cooperation and collaboration, 

consultation and negotiations. It purpose is to collaborate regionally with international 

organizations, international businesses as well as local communities throughout the world. 

It is an institute of thought, decision-making, initiatives and leadership. Its goal is to play a key  

permanent role in creative thinking in the fields of education, politics and economics through  

National, European and International audiences. It seeks to produce new and innovative ideas, 

providing primary proposals of concern that can and will be applied.  

Strategy International is working on topics of prime concern. It seeks a practical application post 

analysis. Strategy Internationalõs long-term goal is to create the first Southeastern Europe 

Negotiations Center, providing the opportunity to attract academic, professional and political 

attention; to resolve issues and draw international attention but also a house or prosperity and 

resolution of issues. It goal is to permanently house itself within the City of Thessaloniki, in the 

heart of Makedonia, Greece; A city considered the jewel of the Balkans, combining a multicultural 

society and located at the corner end of the European Union. 
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Purpose & Scope 

Strategy Internationalõs Purpose is to promote constructive Initiatives and 

Foreign and Security Leadership. It seeks to create a Political culture; a culture of 

Security, Strategy and International Relations.  

Its  sole purpose is the constructive engagement in international affairs, based on 

the central role and location of Thessaloniki in the heart of the Balkans and the Sea 

Side of the Aegean in the Southeastern side of Europe. 

The scope is to meet and counter with proposals international challenges in the 

foreign and security strategies and politics of the 21st century.  

Strategy International embodies a Strategic Foreign Council . A non-partisan 

network of Professionals, Leaders, Negotiators and Strategists, aiming to bring ideas 

to power and to give power to ideas by: 

- Enhancing and Stimulating Constructive Dialogue. 

- Creating Initiatives.  

- Develop and Create New Ideas.  

- Examining Critical International Issues.  

- Enriching Public Local and International Debate.  

- Promoting Consensus on Appropriate Foreign Policy and Defense & Strategic 

Responses.  

- Conducting Organizational, Governmental, Local and International Educational 

and Exchange Programs for the New Generations of Hellenic and International 

Leaders. 

- Conducting Primary Academic and Professional Research.  

- Creating a diverse national and international network of experts, professionals and 

upcoming leaders. 

 

 

- The Strategic Foreign Council building broad constituencies to support 

constructive Greek Leadership and Policies. 
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Its purpose is to publish informational analysis, convene conferences and workshops 

among current and/or future leaders, and contribute to the public debate in order to 

integrate the views of knowledgeable individuals from a wide variety of 

backgrounds, interests and experiences. 

 

The Councilõs work includes: 

- Shaping responses and creating new practical initiatives in major issues concerning 

the European Union, the Transatlantic Relations, Strategic Regional and Local 

Concerns.  

- Building Consensus on Greek Policy concerns and issues towards Russia, China, 

Asia and Oceanic States, too.  

 - Promoting new and balanced responses and proposals to growing energy needs 

and environmental protection as well as maritime security.  

 - Creating and Using Technology and Innovation as methods in 21st century 

Politics, social media and cyber-defense. 

 - Drafting roadmaps for Greek Foreign and Security Policy for the Balkans, Africa, 

North and South America, Middle East and the Mediterranean region.  

- Training, Engaging, and Educating Students from across the Euro-Atlantic area, 

the Mediterranean, in the processes of International and Peripheral Organizations, 

Strategies, International Politics and International Relations. 
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Foreword Note: 
Our newest international conference on security & strategy, organized for the first 

time in Chicago USA, away from our native country of origin, was made possible 

due to our request to support the run up agenda of academic and professional 

discussions to the then forthcoming NATOõs Chicago summit. It was a one day 

conference held on May 4th 2012. It attracted professionals from different fields and 

countries. There was an obvious driven interest in and about major international 

affairs, security policies and issues including NATO issues but also issues reflecting 

Greece, the area of Southeastern Europe, the Western Balkans, the Mediterranean 

regions and the Middle East.  

As aforementioned, the conference was crowned by the participation of 

distinguished academics, politicians and professionals, as well as representatives 

from armed national and other alliance forces.  

The agenda of discussions included multiple national and international issues of 

security and strategic concern. Many issues were addressed in an attempt to depict 

the dynamic scene in terms of security and cooperation, in a time of austerity 

measures, between nations and international organizations. The role of new 

strategies, at a time and need for collective international cooperation and solidarity, 

in security affairs, were explored.  

In view of emerging security, economic and social challenges worldwide, we aimed 

to create and produce new and innovative ideas through sharing of information, 

knowledge and expertise. We hope that all anticipated results will have a positive 

impact; that this report will help formulate national as well as international foreign 

and security policies. 

We wish to publicly thank our key-note speakers as well as all participants to the 

conference. We had the honor, privilege and opportunity to gain inside and primary 

information; on international and Global issues; in understanding how global 

politics are shaped, how NATO works, is anticipated as and anticipates from us as 

members of the Transatlantic Alliance and how important is the exchange of 

knowledge through the dissemination of social, academic and professional networks.  

In the realization of this important event, I would like to thank, forefront NATOõs 
Public Diplomacy Division, and NATO, The all new National Hellenic Museum in 
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Chicago, the Crowne Plaza Chicago, Sakkoulas A.E. Publications from Thessaloniki 
and the Hellenic Broadcasting Company located in Chicago for all their help and 
support from the Greek-American Community. 

I would like to thank also all our members and friends as well as colleagues that 
joined us for this important first conference, coming from a large diversity of 
internationally renowned think tanks, governments and private consulting firms, 
universities and industries. We thank them for joining us for a one day professional 
expertise conference and analysis. We thank them for offering also their own expert 
commentary and proposals.  

Finally I would like to sincerely thank, our dynamic administration and organizing 
team for making this difficult event, organizing a conference in another country, a 
reality.  

 

On behalf of the directorate: 

Dr. Marios Efthymiopoulos 
President, Strategy International  
 
Mr. Efthymios Efthymiopoulos 
Vice President Strategy International 
 
Mr. Demetrios Tsailas 
Director General Strategy International  
 

Thessaloniki Greece, June 5 2012 
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About Us: 

Strategy International (SI) is an international institution. It is a Nonprofit, Public 

and International Policy Organization based in Thessaloniki, Greece. SI members 

are leading experts, academics and professionals.  SI also includes a Young Global 

Leaders Network. 

Since 2008, SI conducts cutting edge primary research in all fields of 

International & Security Affairs, Smart & Cultural Diplomacy, Innovative 

Technology through Social Networks, International Political Economics & 

Development & Growth, Environmental Issues & Strategies. 

SI formulates, consults, shapes & applies innovative policies, nationally, 

internationally and around the globe. 

Mission: 

Το conduct primary and high level International quality, independent research. 

Τo provide innovative, practical and credible recommendations that advance the 

following goals: 

¶ Strengthen International and Global Cooperation in Strategic and 

International Affairs. 

¶ Foster Economic Development, Social Welfare.  

¶ Secure a Safe, Democratic, prosperous and cooperative international 

system. 

¶ Networking through Political & Business Communication & International 

Relations. 

¶ SI aims in the next decade to rank amongst leading global influential 

institutions with credible policy applications. 

 

Ȱ!Î )ÎÓÔÉÔÕÔÉÏÎ 7ÈÅÒÅ )ÄÅÁÓ !ÒÅ "ÏÒÎ Ǫ 7ÈÅÒÅ )ÄÅÁÓ "ÅÃÏÍÅ 0ÏÓÓÉÂÌÅȱ. 
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Venue Place:  National Hellenic Museum  
4 May 2012, Chicago Illinois, USA 
Hosted by Strategy International 

 
Welcoming Remarks: 

Mr. Efthymios Efthymiopoulos  

Vice-President of Strategy International, welcomed all delegates and invited 

guests. As the Vice-President of Strategy International and the Chief Executive 

Officer, Mr. Efthymiopoulos, inaugurated the 1st Security & Strategy International 

Conference held for the first time in Chicago, on behalf of Team Strategy 

International, in the run-up to the North Atlantic Treaty Organization Summit 

Meeting that was due to be organized in Chicago in the end of May 2012. 

 

He acknowledged and expressed his gratitude to the sponsors, international 

organizations, private supporters, foreign governments and embassies for 

making this event a possibility. Mr. Efthymiopoulos, acknowledged the support 

and help of our young and by now experienced leaders’ network for their 

individual and collective support in organizing a successful event again, this time 

in a foreign country without previous engagement or experience. 

 

Mr. Efthymiopoulos in specific thanked NATO and NATO’s Public Diplomacy 

Division, The United States Embassy in Athens and the Consulate General in 

Thessaloniki Greece, The Embassy of Greece and the Consulate General of Greece 

in Chicago, Sakkoulas Publications, the National Hellenic Museum, the Crowne 

Plaza Chicago for hosting our team and guests and the City of Chicago.  
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Mr. Efthymiopoulos proceeded with the following statement: 

 

ȬȬIn the run-up to the forthcoming NATO Chicago summit, Strategy International 

through the links of cooperation and expertise of professionals, are to discuss 

security and development opportunities, to discuss and propose key solutions for 

issues of key importance that are of national, international global and NATO 

ÃÏÎÃÅÒÎȣȱ 

 

 

ȰȣIn a constantly changing world, under difficult financial and social 

circumstances security challenges are on the rise and are mostly of asymmetrical 

nature.  

3ÔÒÁÔÅÇÙ )ÎÔÅÒÎÁÔÉÏÎÁÌȭÓ 3ÅÃÕÒÉÔÙ Ǫ 3Ôrategy International Conference will  attempt 

to discuss, evaluate and propose issues for consideration that will be of practical 

use and effectiveness in a real-ÔÉÍÅ ÆÒÁÍÅ×ÏÒËȣȱ 

 

 Ȱȣ4his first-ever Strategy International event away from our known surroundings 

finds us all and you, with an open and discovering mind, taking advantage of the 

many ways and the new and many options that we shall need to soon face, 

considered as strategic options for cooperation and collaboration, nationally and 

ÉÎÔÅÒÎÁÔÉÏÎÁÌÌÙȣȱ 

Ms. Ioanna Efthymiadou  

The Council General of Greece in Chicago Invited for the inauguration of the 

conference, welcomed conference speakers and guests in the city of Chicago on 

behalf of the Consulate General of Greece in Chicago, the Embassy of Greece in 

the USA.  The Council General stressed the importance of NATO’s Chicago 

Summit for both Chicago as a city, but also for the USA and Greece as members of 

NATO. She stressed the need for long-term solutions. She also mentind that 
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Greece will always be present and will always fulfill its duties vis a vis NATO and 

the international community. 

 

Ms. Efthymiadou, finally welcomed the initiative of Strategy International in 

Chicago. The initiative to create an International Think Tank in Thessaloniki that 

holds a presence internationally including Chicago and that aims to welcome and 

cooperation with world renowned institu tions universities, organizations and 

governments at a time of austerity measures both socially and fiscally, nationally 

and internationally.  

 

Ms. Efthymiadou thanked the organizers and assured on behalf of the Embassy, 

the Ambassador and the Greek Government, the steady strong relationship of 

Greece to the USA. 

 

Mr. John Kalamos  

On behalf, of the Chairman, Chief Executive Officer and Chief Investment, Calamos 

Investments, Chairman of the Board, National Hellenic Museum, Mr. Yannis Siannis, 

Marketing and Public Relations spokesperson of Mr. Kalamos Investments, 

welcomed team Strategy International and his President Dr. Ethymiopoulos to 

the city of Chicago. Mr. Siannis referred to today's globalized environment, fiscal 

instability and the need for society to change. He also referred to the 

contribution of the National Hellenic Museum to the culture of Chicago and the 

USA as well as the contribution to the Greek-American Community. Mr. Siannis 

stressed the need for joined interaction and joined work. He welcomed the all-

day conference of Strategy International and wished a fruitful day with new and 

innovative contributions.   
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Session 1: “North-Atlantic Security, SE Europe & the Mediterranean”. 
Chaired by: Dr. Marios Efthymiopoulos, President, Strategy International 

 

Ms. Eirini Lemos-Maniati  

NATO Liaison Officer to the United Nations in New York, opened the first session 

of the conference by introducing the position and understanding of the new 

global and security challenges from the point of NATO.  Her speech was on 

“NATO’s Chicago Summit and NATO’s Comprehensive Approach”. According 

to Ms. Lemos-Maniati, while ‘…NATO prepares its agenda for the Chicago Summit 

to be held on the 20 & 21st May 2012…’ NATO also celebrates Greece and 

Turkey’s 60th Anniversary to the Alliance.  

 

Ms. Lemos-Maniati concentrated on the following issues: Inter -Organizational 

cooperation NATO-UN, the Comprehensive Approach of NATO, Smart Defense 

and the emerging  anc current new Security Challenges, along with the way 

forward  for the Alliance in the future post Chicago Summit meeting. She referred 

to a possible agenda that needs to be decided of negotiations that were to follow 

on the subject of smart defense.  

 

She put forward her opinions and what is to be expected by alliance members. 

Extensive information was given on the outcome and success of the NATO 

Operation in Libya and now concerns arising in the area of the Middle East. 

Along the very lines, information was given on the future of current security 

challenges, the future of enlargement of NATO and the outreach program of the 

Alliance with countries and organizations such as the UN. Ms. Lemos-Maniati 

stressed that NATO is the sole regional/international  organization and the sole 

security organization. It supports actions made that are of international 

collaboration. It is the sole military-political Alliance that has changed and 
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continues to change to counter all measures and challenges of the 21st century 

according to the UN council resolutions and member-alliance decisions. 

 

On Smart Defense and the Comprehensive approach she stressed that NATO’s 

comprehensive approach seems to be key the asset for further interoper ability 

and further capacity-building for NATO but also for other NATO-international 

organizations cooperation including NATO-UN and UN-NATO.  

 

Despite problems, NATO members have managed over the years to work 

together and to successfully counter all challenges posed and will be posed, to 

where it is needed and shall be required to do so through the UN resolutions.  

 

Colonel Taxiarchis Sardellis  

Defense Attaché of Greece in the United States, stressed the importance and 

relations of ȰUS-'ÒÅÅË 2ÅÌÁÔÉÏÎÓ ÁÎÄ .!4/ȱ. Mr. Sardellis referred to the long-

term and long-lasting USA-Greece ties in both the military and civilian ways. We 

also referred to the Greek-American community achievements in the USA that 

build and are built upon credible and long-lasting positive alliance.  

 

He stressed the importance of a long-lasting strategic relationship with Alliance 

Members including the USA, but also beyond in the region of southeastern 

Europe in a new smarter defense posture of NATO; a NATO that is deemed to 

positively change and that we as collective members will have to face together. 

 

Mr. Sardellis, stressed the importance of Greece’s strategic relocation. He 

affirmed a positive overall effective engagement of Greece to the operation of the 

Libyan no fly zone and the Effective strategic engagement of alliance with Israel. 

He mentioned that Greece will always continue to play a pivotal diplomatic, 

political and military role in the area.  
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Mr. Sardellis stressed that through a Smart Defense posture of NATO, a 

comprehensive approach and the resolution of long-standing issues, NATO will 

have to face new realities that will bring it forward as a true security 

organization.  

 

Mr. Dan Solomon  

Director of Homeland Security, Atlantic Council of the UK, Senior Partner at 

Hawk, specializing in analysis and strategic affairs, ÓÐÏËÅÎ ÏÎ ȰWorking for a true 

defense alliance: Greek-Israeli Relation Óȱ  and concentrated on the emerging 

threats in a secondary level in the Middle East in an era of Arab Spring.  Mr. 

Solomon questioned the effectiveness on Syria. He questioned also the 

movements of Turkey without taking into consideration the interests of states 

such as Greece and Israel.  

 

Mr. Solomon, analyzed the emerging strategic relationship with Israel and 

considered the effective engagement of Israel and Greece to be a long-term one 

that will hold a strategic posture of positive nature to both sides.  

 

Mr. Solomon analyzed the raising questions on Iran, Syria and Lebanon. He 

explained and forecasted possible scenarios on Iran’s nuclear program and on 

Iran’s policy to the world but also the positions vis a vis the Israeli reaction to the 

changes occurring in Syria and Lebanon. He raised the importance of security 

stability  and success such as the case in Libya for the interests of the whole area 

and raised security concerns with regards to the policies of  Syria and Iran to the 

world but also neighboring states.  

 

Along the same lines he introduced Israel-Greece’s strong ties and relations. 

They were strongly welcomed from delegates and attendants being at the 

security and strategy conference of Strategy International in Chicago.  
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Mr. Solomon estimated that new regional challenges will soon take effect. New  

and real security concerns and strategic options are going to be put forward for 

the area of Southeastern European but also the Mediterranean region.  Proposals 

were put forward as to counter issues.  

 

A central focus of joined interests, were included to the description of the 

geostrategic importance of the transatlantic alliance.  

 

Session 2:   New Global Security Challenges and NATO 
Chair:  Mr. Efthymios Efthymiopoulos, Vice-President Strategy International 

 

Professor Robert Pape  

From the University of Chicago’s political science department & Founder of the 

Chicago Project on Security and Terrorism (CPOST) presented his views on the  

“Commitment to win: NATO and the war against Terrorism”. 

Professor Pape spoke on the changing nature of terrorism due to the constant 

emerging challenges and the regional explosion of suicide terrorism in Central 

Asia and the Middle East. He called suicide terrorism as “…the lung cancer of 

terrorism…”. Mr. Pape provided evidence which supports that “…suicide 

terrorism kills twice as many as a terrorist attack…”. Close examination of the 

pivotal risk factors can help determine the patterns of suicide terrorism. 

 

Professor Pape referred to the data assembled during a project on security in the 

University of Chicago. He classified the people who were involved in suicide 

terrorism with regard to their social and economic status. The data showed that 

the largest percentage - almost 88% of suicide terrorists – had a certain 

ideological affiliation, and was not identified with Islamic fundamentalism. Over 
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95% of the incidents were responses to foreign occupation by American and 

European troops.  

 

He suggested that ending occupation in Afganistan is as such and will possibly 

end suicide bombing as he explained through maps and videos. He also advised 

that an alternative to military occupation onshore in countries like Afghanistan 

or Iraq could be offshore balancing. According to the data presented, upon the 

withdrawal of troops suicide terrorism fell to 95% or even sometimes to zero. 

Professor Pape estimates that the transition from ground forces control to air 

and naval forces, the latter being more rapidly deployable, will take from 2 to 3 

years.  

 

By ending his speech, he stated on the role of Greece to the process of stability 

and prevention. He stated that the position of Greece and its geopolitical location 

are crucial and therefore should be re-examined in a period of understandable 

austerity measures.  

Dr. Jorge Benitez  

Director of NATOSource, Senior Fellow, International Security Program, Atlantic 

Council of the USA, presented his views on ȰNATO-Russia’s Strategic 

Partnership: Missile Defense and Beyond”. 

 

Dr. Benitez presented his opinions on the future of NATO  and the upcoming 

NATO Chicago Summit. With  the creation of a new policy on smart defense, the 

policy of NATO vis a vis NATO-Russia relations will change. Dr. Benitez 

concentrated to the discussions of a new NATO Missile Defense in specific. He 

reflected, analyzed and presented possible reactions of Russia to any actions of 

NATO and the USA that may be decided by NATO member-states.  
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Per the NATO-Greece relations, according to Dr. Benitez, the position and 

posture of Greece is very important; both to the national interests of Greece but 

also the USA and NATO.  

 

Relations of Greece to NATO and USA need to be re-structured. The alliance is in 

the middle of structural and administrative changes that reflect the decisions of 

the Lisbon Summit and the new Strategic Concept of NATO. Due to the 

unforeseen financial circumstances in the European Continent, relations are 

deemed to change. So we shall see an alliance posture in the long-term.  

 

Finally he stressed that a new policy vis a vis Missile Defense is an example of a 

strategic restructure of alliance engagement and of the application of the 

Strategic Concept. An attempt to re-structure a new security posture and the 

creation of a smart defense, will allow either now or for the future NATO to 

progress, to enlarge and to assure security in the whole area of engagement.  

 

Dr. Marios Efthymiopoulos  

President of Strategy International Greece presented his views on “Developing a 

New Security Culture in Southeast Europe and the Mediterranean Region”. 

Dr. Efthymiopoulos stressed the need to create a new culture in the regions of 

both the Southeastern Europe and the Mediterranean. This culture shall renew 

ties and cooperation agreements, will created the necessary development 

conceptual framework, will avoid any future conflicts of diplomatic or military 

concerns. A new culture will prove valuable as it is the sole solution to fight a 

large austerity period that will run through all countries, of the aforementioned 

regions.  

 

Adding to the perspective culture is the theme of a security culture.  A ‘security 

culture’ can only be implemented through a regional/international organization. 
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NATO is the sole security provider and cooperation initiative among 28 member 

states but also 62 more independent states that hold a bilateral or multilateral 

agreement with NATO. Indirectly or directly NATO’s standardization agreements 

per civilian or military cooperation creates a leveled or balanced relationship 

among sharing of information, joined exercises and burden sharing in 

international community operations such as the successful Libya operation.  

 

According to Dr. Efthymiopoulos, this effect, otherwise stated as vision, of a new 

security concept and application, a culture, constitutes a ‘culture of applied 

security’. This vision holds a title named as a security culture. It is multinational 

and supranational. It is a form beyond and above the issues of smart defense and 

the comprehensive approach. It is a conceptual framework beyond the new 

Strategic Concept. It is a theory behind military, operational, administrative and 

civilian reaction of member states, one that renews vows, among member states 

and of cooperation with the Alliance.  

 

He finally stated that the emerging and future challenges directorate constitutes 

the office of NATO for analysis of ongoing and upcoming threats. In order to face 

some realities in conjunction with the need to jointly participate and eradicate 

free-riders and develop a new framework of specialized politics, whether as a 

NATO member or as a participating country outside of NATO, there is a need for 

a joint and common understanding of interests, motives and the need to resolve 

current and long-standing issues before with move on with new ones. The 

concept behind it, we could name it , as a concept for and of a security culture.  It 

is the burden sharing, it is the joint interests. It is the need to counter together 

challenges that binds NATO allied member states together.  
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Session 3:                               Round Table Discussion 
“The Future of NATO the Future of Greece: Perspectives and Initiatives” 

Moderator: Efthymios Efthymiopoulos, Vice-President Strategy 
International 

  

Proposals: 

At Strategy International we make sure that our key note speakers as well as our 

participants put forward their opinio ns, draw conclusions and put forward proposals for 

the way forward, to be considered.  

This section attempts to put forward and present to you new issues for consideration, 

some new food for thought,  

Below you shall find the lessons learned from this conference and the proposals put 

forward that derive from a variety of experts, opinion makers, professionals and 

attendants.  

Note: Per the proposals put forward do not explicitly refer to a single persons proposal. They are put forward from a 

variety of people engaged with this conference. They do not reflect a single voice or opinion solely. Everything that has a 

majority support has been put in the proposal section. These opinions are the opinions of Strategy International and have 

been accredited by its directorate.  

Lessons Learned from the Conference of Chicago: 

 

¶ Current and past future threats made NATO stronger, viable interoperable.  

NATO members have rightly decided to create a new security concept that 

does more and that anticipates better current and new or emerging security 

threats.  

¶ A security culture concept and application is needed if NATO is go forward 

and beyond through enlargement and more individual cooperation. 

¶ NATO is the single and most strong security alliance in the Euro-Atlantic 

zone. It potrays democratic rule, stability and credibility. Operationally it 
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provides high standards and moral validity of forces joining NATO directly 

or indirectly.  

¶ NATO is also a political alliance not only a single military organization. It is 

a security organization with both a civilian and military faces. It includes 

the civilian asset factor.  

¶  Think tanks and universities are to work closer with peripheral or 

international organizations. They are to create a forum of dialogue. They 

should be more engaged but at the same time more familiar with both 

national and supranational policies vis a vis the international organisations 

and thus NATO.  

¶ There is a concrete need for an inter-organizational increase of 

cooperation. The United Nations is the sole international organization. 

NATO is a peripheral one. NATO works successfully as it did to the Libyan 

Crisis under a UN Mandate from the Security Council and through the 

Security Council resolutions.  

¶ The Upcoming NATO Chicago Summit will request a smart defense 

application.  

¶ The upcoming NATO Chicago Summit will call upon resolutions to existing 

issues based on the comprehensive plan.  

¶ There are stake holders and stakes at large if NATO enlarges without prior 

consent of all member-states (consensus) and without consent of 

cooperative states (such as Russia). The same issue applies per policies of 

NATO vis a vis Russia (Missile Defense). Yet NATO will enlarge and should 

enlarge. Issues should be resolved (see proposals).  

¶ Countries such as Greece can and should play an increased role and pivotal 

role no matter the austerity measures. Austerity should be seen as an 

opportunity to re-structure and re-confirm Euro-Atlantic and Transatlantic 

ties. With an increasing presence according to its national interests but also 

maybe in other ways Greece can project a stronger and more credible and 
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feasible role both through its national civilian assets but also its military 

ones.  

 

Proposals: 

 

¶ NATO should specialize its policy concerns. 

¶ NATO member states should specialize its policy priorities and engagements 

throughout the framework of NATO avoiding thus duplication of efforts and clash of 

interests among other states of NATO.  

¶ NATO is to enlarge most probably provided dates of accession to the next Summit 

meeting post Chicago.  

¶ NATO should clarify its security culture and posture. Global vs. Regional 

¶ NATO needs to go beyond solely defense issues. NATO is the sole security guarantor 

in an era of austerity financial and social measures. International growth and 

development is the way to proceed.  

¶ NATO needs to provide a security culture but also a way to “lead by example”. 

¶ Future threats should be specified. (in this conference we specified threats such as:)  

Weapons of Mass Destruction, Food safety and food security, Contamination, Cyber-

defense, Waste security management and crisis management operations, scarce 

resource management and water protection.  

¶ The future of NATO should look like at this time to be:  

o More conservative 

o More pragmatic 

o Should resolve any issues of relevance, definition and alliance member equal 

solidarity 

o Its inabilities to forge large partnerships, moving towards large and over-

extended partnerships.  

o Should practically apply smart defense being the next step of capabilities 

building 



 
Po Box 21638, 55236 Panorama, Thessaloniki, Greece 

Email: info@strategyinternational.org  

 
Conference Report on Security & Strategy.                                   Chicago Conference, May 2012  

- 24 - 

o Utilize existing and new resources and infrastructures to make them 

‘smarter, stronger and more effective’ 

o In an era of financial questions, NATO needs to become even more 

affordable. It needs to deliver more results with a low cost. 

Proposals about Greece and NATO: 

¶ Greece should capitalize on the relations with the USA and NATO. In a concrete and 

Strategic way, as it already is doing with Israel.  

¶ Greece should specialize, its policies to make Greece stronger and specific offer and 

services oriented at a time of austerity measures to NATO. 

¶ Maritime policies and security of maritime affairs plays a pivotal role 

¶ Greece should play an important role in the inclusiveness of new members to NATO. 

Greece should promote the enlargement of NATO according to its own experience 

and needs in the Southeastern Europe.   

¶ Greece should attempt to propose resolutions that will resolve issues referring to 

the area of Southeastern Europe. Greece is a member of NATO holds the solidarity 

factor attached with the rest of NATO member states. It is directly involved and as 

such should be the one to propose first. It should make proposals of long-standing 

effectiveness and balanced interests. Should be the one to take an initiative to 

resolve issues, one that will allow new members to join the Alliance regarding and 

keeping a positive posture and good-neighborly relations.   

¶ Greece’s interests needs to be clearly stated. Equally, so should the joint interests of 

NATO to Greece giving it more options for more engagement with the alliance. This 

will create a long-lasting stability and credibility of Greece to NATO as it did past 60 

years at NATO.  

¶ The Alliance needs to clearly acknowledge that Greece has a long lasting relationship 

with NATO that is equal as a member and cannot be overcome or pressured by 

other non-NATO member states. 

¶ Greece celebrated its 60th year anniversary in 2012 as a member to NATO. Has 

offered both at the civilian but also military asset. It has evolved to offer in 

international operations and funds. Now in a time of constant change and 

challenges Greece can play and should play an important role in the international 

and transatlantic link and agenda as a credible ally through specified capabilities and 

abilities. Maritime security and training are just two to mention.  
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¶ Greece should create its own regional and international security culture a new and 

long-term security approach a concept of credible engagement according to the 

national interests and the attempt to specialize on policies that will upgrade the 

posture of Greece’s foreign and security policy, while making sure to renew the 

alliances and vows of Greece to NATO.  

¶ Greece should put forward a proposal to host a forthcoming NATO summit meeting. 

While Greece will make sure to put an end on standing issues for NATO and while its 

agrees, to open the accession talks of new countries to the Alliance. 
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